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PREFACE

HE Revised Standard Version of the Bible is an authorized revision of
the American Standard Version, published in 1901, which was a revision
of the King James Version, published in 1611,

The first English version of the Scriptures made by direct translation
from the original Hebrew and Greek, and the first to printed, was the
work of Willlam Tyndale. He met bitter np*msitiun. He was accused of will-
fully perverting the meaning of the Scriptures, and his New Testaments
were ordered to be burned as “untrue translations.” He was finally betrayed
into the hands of his enemies, and in October 1536, was publicly executed
and burned at the stake.

Yet Tyndale's work became the foundation of subsequent English versions,
notably those of Coverdale, 1535; Thomas Matthew (probably a pseudonym
for John Rogers), 1537; the Great Bible, 1539; the Geneva Bible, 1560; and
the Bishops' Bible, 1568. In 1532 a translation of the New Testament, made
fﬁc;lm the Latin Vulgate by Roman Catholic scholars, was published at

eims.

The translators who made the King James Version took into account all
of these Frecedln versions; and comparison shows that it owes something
to each of them. It kept felicitous phrases and apt expressions, from whatever
source, which had stood the test of public usage. It owed most, especially
in the New Testament, to Tyndale.

The King James Version had to compete with the Geneva Bible in popular
use; but in the end it prevailed, and for more than two and a half centuries
no other authorized translation of the Bible into English was made. The
King James Version became the “Authorized Version” of the English-

speaking peoples.

The King James Version has with good reason been termed “‘the noblest
monument o 1sh prose, revisers in 1581 ex il .
™its simplicity, its iﬁ‘l“@g its %werlll its hag&g i g

e _felicities o r

music of its cadences, an » @5 No
ofher book has, Into the making of the personal character and the public
institutions of the English-speaking peoples. We owe to it an incalculable

ve defects. By the middle of the
nineteenth century, the development o cal studies and the discovery

of many manuscripts more ancient than those upon which the King James

Version was based, made it manifest that these %efﬂgs %ﬁq %u many and so

of the English translation. The task was under-

en, by authority of the Church of Egnagland, in 1870. The English Revised

Version of the Bible was published in 1B81-1885; and the American Standard

Version, its variant em yving the preferences of the American scholars
associated in the work, was published in 1901,

Because of unhappy experience with unauthorized publications in the
two decades between 1881 and 1901, which tampered with the text of the
English Revised Version in the supposed interest of the American public,
the American Standard Version was copyrighted, to protect the text from
unauthorized ¢ha,ngR‘ In 1928 this copy t was acquired by the Inter-
national Council of Religious Education, and thus passed into the ownership
of the churches of the United States and Canada which were associated in
this Council through their boards of education and publication,

The Council appointed a committee of scholars to have charge of the text
of the American Standard Version and to undertake inquiry as to whether
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"Now it is high time to awake.”

~=Romam 13.il
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50,000 Errors
in the Bible?

ECENTLY a young map purchased a
King Jumes Version Bible thinking it
was withoui error. One day when glancing
through a back issue of Look magazine The ren
he came across an article entitled “The tremely

Truth About the Bible,” which said that ciably al

“as8 early as 1720, an English authority text.
catimatad that thers wemg 5t loggt 28,000

errors in the two editions of the New T:gﬁ
Testament commonly read by Protestants .

and Catholics. Modern students say there Com A7E
are probably 50,000 errors.” The young #*tiel”
man was shocked. Hls Taith in the Bible's W&t TE o
authenticity was shaken. “How can the ©4% caiL
Bible be reliable when it contains thou- A-r

sands of serious discrepancies and inaccy. THE ~>
racies?”’ he asks.

SEPTEMBER 2 1957 AWAKE

ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE, 4th Floor, 124 Queen Shee!, Durban 4001, Republic of South Africa - Phone 3060026/7
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AND THEY SAY: “(GOD) MOST
GRACIOUS HAS BEGOTTEN A SON!”

3 f.: 2 ‘.' '!l »
OJQLL...:” N UR)- A9
INDEED YE HAVE PUT FORTH

A THING MOST MONSTROUS!

7, » -l"'ul -"'
‘ng*' L:U’GJ_: =g

AT IT THE SKIES ARE READY TO BURST,

A
AND THE EARTH TO SPLIT ASUNDER, (0 Jﬂ 23555

AND THE MOUNTAINS TO FALL (51{“ W, 8%,
DOWN IN UTTER RUIN, SY-Y®




74 » ,#’#" s
OlWser= ,U;P.:ul 9

THAT THEY SHOULD INVOKE A SON
FOR (GOD) MOST GRACIOUS.

!'/f-

L,w-“-)-u (SN qu

FOR IT IS NOT CONSONANT WITH
THE MAJESTY OF (GOD) MOST GRACIOUS

THAT HE SHOULD BEGET A SON. 61‘* <4 '1

(Holy Qur’an 19:88-92)

8 196 14/.1. oy + 3
9. . 81 + 5% " +
3 /1 o ./ . FLH4 17
HE (God Almight}r] BEGETS NOT g[:’j sfl ;’
f"
b ""’,’ 4
NOR IS HE BEGOTTEN. O -’J 2 b

(Holy Qur’'an 112:3)
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DESIST: IT WILL BE BETTER FOR YOU: AVSTES [ -,J_
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FOR ALLAH IS ONE GOD:* ... bLi::-lj (a_!l / “ ﬁgf

(Holy Qur’an 4:171)
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